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W THE DMTBD STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

lore application of 
UiW Rossum et al 

Serial No.: 09/508,852 Examiner, M. Komakov 

Filed: Juno 2, 2000 Group Ait Unit* 1 746 

FoK Removable Protection Coating Atty. Met; 00S032.8695S 

Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

I Antonio Fanciscus Maria Bertels, hereby declare as follow,: 

1. I am one of the inventors of the above-identified application. 

2- I have reviewed the above-identified application, as well a, the April 22. 

2002 Office action and theprior art, particularly Bp 0 478 067. 
3. J am one of the inventors listed on BP 0 478 067. 
* Tie only binder disclosed in the example of EP '067 is outside the scope 
of the claims of the above-identified application. The EP '067 binder is a 
*tyrene maleic anhydride copolymer (SMA 2625) obtained from Sartomer 
an affiliate of Atoflna, (see attacbe4 ^ The hinder has an' 

acid value of 220, a gl Ms 1tmmoa Qf UQ ^ g ^ 

average -nolecular weight of 3600, a weight average xnolecnlar weight of 
9000, and a polydiapexsity 0 f 2 . 5 . The binder Closed in EP '067 also 
has a relatively low UV 9 tability, and when exposed to the TO for a 
cemun period of tune, the cohe^ve strength of the coating will deteriorate 
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6. 



The properties of the EP '067 binder make the coating rather brittle, and 
thus too fragile for use outdoors. 
5. The binder disclosed in the instant claims ie more durable than that of EP 
'067 and has high UV stability. The binder has an add value of 40 to 250, 
a glass transition temperature of 10 to 60 °Q a weight average molecular 
weight of 10,000 to 100,000, and apolydispersity of 2 to 6. It was found 
that a coating comprising a binder satisfying all of these criteria meets the 
requirements for creating a coating that has sufficient adhesive strength to 
me substrate on which it is applied and sufficient cohesive strength to 
remain intact. Yet the coating is easily removable by a strong base. 
The protective coating disclosed by EP «Q67 is not very resistant to 
weather influences and must be frequently repaired or even reapplied 
several times in one season. The instant claimed coating is resistant to 
weather influences and can endure the season without requiring interim 
repair. 

Prior to the instant invention, we were not aware mat a coating having the 
specific criteria of the claimed invention would provide such improved 
results over foe coating disclosed in EP *Q67. 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
end that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and 
further mat foese statements were made with the knowledge that willful felse 
statements and foe like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonmeiu; or both, 
under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful 
false statements may jeopardize foe validity of foe application or any patent issued 
thereon. 
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SARTOMER 

OaWands Corporate Center 
S02 ThomaB Jones Way 
Exton, PA 10341 

(610) 30M100 / l-BOO-SARTOMER (Toll Free) 




product bulletin: sma@ im* r 

STYRENE MALEIC ANHYDRIDE COPOLYMER SOLUTION 



NUT a" O" NH 4 * 



OR 0"NH/ 



DESCRIPTION 

" SM>T2D25rr-i,s S , n tiqiwouB-solufiori of tbcan- 
monia salt of SMA 2625. 

PRODUCT HIGHLIGHTS 

SMA Resin Ester lhat balances higher styrenc 
content with solubility in aqueous base. 

PERFORMANCE PROPERTIES 

Viscosity Stability/Shear Stability 
Polymeric Surfactant 
Excellent Solvent Solubility 

SUGGESTED APPLICATIONS 

Carpet cleaners 
Floor polish 
Ink Additive 
Temporary Coatings 



WA®2o2SH~ffolntion" 
TYPICAL PHYSICAL AND 
CHEMICAL PROPERTIES 



Appearance 

Solids, wt.% 

Color, awtjncr scale 

Reain Molecule Weight, M„ 

Rfisiq Molecular Weight M v 



Clear IfquitJ 

25 

2 

3600 
9000 



Company disclaims any Hawilty , n oon?*ciion w « m 0 f2J ffi!?** ort * «* not product apadnaafaw SARToMra 
»a ua, 0 f ^ producu * combing Smn^ m ^K^ n rS° n " ^ ""^ '* wmranl 
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declabation and powee or attoeney eoe m patent _ons 

, ) Ongln.1 ( > Suppled ( ) S»b,»»« (« ) PCT 

"Removable Protective Coatings" 

Title: 



which is described and claimed in: 

( ) the attached specification, or ^ March 17 , 20QU . 

l, ) the specification in the application Serial No._ (tf applicable) 

% and with amendments through prT/ NL9b / 0 1)634 . r '7. a 

fx ) he specification in International Application No. PCT/ _ _ -^n^Me). 

^ x ; J i qqq and as amended on 

- - — * 77 'i :t r i ..... » — » - — - 



. COUNTRY 
the Netherlands 



APPLICATION NO. 
1007433 



DATE OF FILING 



PRIORITY 
CLAIMED 

November 3, 1997 ( x } yES ( ) NO 

( ) YES ( ) NO 

( ) YES ( ) NO 



r" " ( ) YES ( ) NO 

— ~~ ( ) YES ( ) NO 

" ~" • ( ) YES ( ) NO 

" T . j «, . nnAt > § ion of anv United States application^ ) listed 

I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, /^"J^ is not disc losed in the prior 
b£S and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the JJ^^W m 35, United States Code 111* 
United States application in the manner provided by the first .pang P Federa) Regulatl0ns , 

Talowledge & duty to disclose material J*^^ 3 ^ nationa l or PCT international 

11.56(a) which occurred between the filing date ot the prior PP 
filing date of this application: 



SERIAL NO. 



U.S. FILING DATE 



STATUS 

( ) Patented ( ) Pending ( ) Abandoned 

( ) Patented ( ) Pending ( ) Abandoned 

( ) Patented ( ) Pending ( ) Abandoned 
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John P. Iwanicki Reg. t . 34,628; donald W. Bannei leg. No. 17,037; 
Sheldon W. Witcoff Reg. No. 17,399; Robert F. Altherr Reg. No. 31,810; 
Mark T. Banner Reg. No. 29,888; Pamela L. Banner Reg. No. 33,644; 
William W. Beckett Reg. No. 18,262; James V. Callahan Reg. No. 20,095; 
Gregory J. Cohan Reg. No. 40,959; Marc S. Cooperman Reg. No. 34,143; 
Laura J. Demoor Reg. No. 39,654; Gary D. Fedoro Reg. No. 35,509; 
Daniel E . Fisher Reg. No. 32,133; William J. Fisher Reg. No. 34,162; 
Christopher R. Glembocki Reg. No. 38,800; Brian E. Hanlon Reg. No. 
40,449; Patricia E. Hong Reg. No. 34,373; Dale H. Hoscheit Reg. No. 
19,090; Thomas H. Jackson Reg. No. 29,808; Sarah A. Kagan Reg. No. 
32,141; Robert S. Kat'z Reg. No. 36,402; Ernest V. Linek Reg. No. 
29,822; Dale A. Malone Reg. No. 32,155; Peter D. McDermott Reg. No. 
29,411; Christopher L. McKee Reg. No. 32,384; Edward F. McKie, Jr. 
Reg. No. 17,335; Nina L. Medlock Reg. No. 29,673; Timothy C. Meece Reg. 
No. 38,553; Frederic M. Meeker Reg. No. 35,282; Jon O. Nelson Reg. No. 
24,566; James A. Niegowski Reg. No. 28,331; Thomas L. Peterson Reg. No. 
30,969; Joseph M. Potenza Reg. No. 28,175; Thomas K. Pratt Reg. No. 
37,210; Christopher J. Renk Reg. No. 33,761; Robert H. Resis Reg. No. 
31,168; Steven P. Schad Reg. No. 32,550; Michael H. Shanahan Reg. No. 
24,438; Charles W. Shifley Reg. No. 28,042; Joseph M. Skerpon Reg. No. 
29,864; Elizabeth N. Spar Reg. No. P45,123, J. Pieter Van Es Reg. No. 
» 37,746; Kathleen Madden Williams Reg. No. 34,380; Franklin D. Wolffe 

Reg. No. 19,724; Susan A. Wolffe Reg. No. 33,568; Bradley C. Wright 
Reg. No. 38,061 

Correspondence to: 

BANNER & WITCOFF, Ltd. 
28 State Street, 28th Floor 
Boston, Massachusetts 02109 
United States of America 
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I further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true, and that all statements on 
information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge 
that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 
1001 of Title 18 of the UruWd States Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of 
the application or anyypajb^rjt issuing thereon. 

^, , , ~ A.J.G. van Rossum _ , - 

1st Inventor I? IJf*^* Date March 3, 2000 
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